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On the terrorism front, I can tell you that
every week, several times a week, I get an up-
date on our efforts. And while, as you could
appreciate, I cannot discuss many of them in
great detail, I believe that we are making
progress. But I believe this is a problem we’ll
all have to be very vigilant about for years to
come.

Trude [Trude Feldman, Trans Features].

President’s Birthday
Q. Mr. President, can we turn the subject

to your birthday today? What stirs within you
as you celebrate another birthday? And if you
could have three wishes fulfilled today, what
would those three wishes be?

The President. Well, I woke up this morning
just grateful to be here. That’s what I’m feel-
ing—I mean, grateful to be alive, grateful to
have my health, grateful to have my family,
grateful to have the chance to serve. And you
know, I like the tough fights, so this is an exhila-
rating period for me. I like the big challenges.
I think we’re all put on this Earth to try to
make a difference.

If I had three wishes, I would wish for the
crime bill to pass—[laughter]—one; I would
wish that I would make more progress on the
way we do things around here as well as on
the substance, because if we can open our
minds and hearts to each other and play a little
less politics, we can solve the health care prob-
lem, too, and other things. And I would wish
that I won’t have to give up my whole vacation
because I still have dreams of breaking 80 on
the golf course before I’m 50. [Laughter]

Let me say, I feel that I—you know, this
is not an easy job for you either. So since it’s
my birthday, if we adjourn here, let’s go into
the dining room, and we can have some cake
and whatever else is in there.

Thank you very much. Come on, let’s have
some cake.

NOTE: The President’s 69th news conference
began at 1:30 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Lawton Chiles of Florida and President Hafiz al-
Asad of Syria.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of Export Control Regulations
August 19, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the International

Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(b), I hereby report to the Congress that
I have today exercised the authority granted by
this Act to continue in effect the system of
controls contained in 15 C.F.R., Parts 768–799,
including restrictions on participation by U.S.
persons in certain foreign boycott activities,
which heretofore have been maintained under
the authority of the Export Administration Act
of 1979, as amended, 50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et
seq. In addition, I have made provision for the
administration of section 38(e) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, 22 U.S.C. 278(e).

The exercise of this authority is necessitated
by the expiration of the Export Administration
Act on August 20, 1994, and the lapse that
would result in the system of controls main-
tained under that Act.

In the absence of controls, foreign parties
would have unrestricted access to U.S. commer-

cial products, technology, technical data, and as-
sistance, posing an unusual and extraordinary
threat to national security, foreign policy, and
economic objectives critical to the United States.
In addition, U.S. persons would not be prohib-
ited from complying with certain foreign boycott
requests. This would seriously harm our foreign
policy interests, particularly in the Middle East.

Controls established in 15 C.F.R. 768–799,
and continued by this action, include the fol-
lowing:

—National security export controls aimed at
restricting the export of goods and tech-
nologies, which would make a significant
contribution to the military potential of cer-
tain other countries and which would prove
detrimental to the national security of the
United States.

—Foreign policy controls that further the for-
eign policy objectives of the United States
or its declared international obligations in
such widely recognized areas as human
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rights, antiterrorism, regional stability, mis-
sile technology nonproliferation, and chem-
ical and biological weapons nonprolifera-
tion.

—Nuclear nonproliferation controls that are
maintained for both national security and
foreign policy reasons, and which support
the objectives of the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Act.

—Short supply controls that protect domestic
supplies, and antiboycott regulations that
prohibit compliance with foreign boycotts
aimed at countries friendly to the United
States.

Consequently, I have issued an Executive
order (a copy of which is attached) to continue
in effect all rules and regulations issued or con-
tinued in effect by the Secretary of Commerce
under the authority of the Export Administration
Act of 1979, as amended, and all orders, regula-
tions, licenses, and other forms of administrative
actions under the Act, except where they are
inconsistent with sections 203(b) and 206 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA). In this Executive order I have also
revoked the previous Executive Order No.
12923 of June 30, 1994, invoking IEEPA author-
ity for the prior lapse of the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1979, as amended, extended on July
5, 1994, by Public Law 103–277.

The Congress and the Executive have not per-
mitted export controls to lapse since they were

enacted under the Export Control Act of 1949.
Any termination of controls could permit trans-
actions to occur that would be seriously detri-
mental to the national interests we have here-
tofore sought to protect through export controls
and restrictions on compliance by U.S. persons
with certain foreign boycotts. I believe that even
a temporary lapse in this system of controls
would seriously damage our national security,
foreign policy, and economic interests and un-
dermine our credibility in meeting our inter-
national obligations.

The countries affected by this action vary de-
pending on the objectives sought to be achieved
by the system of controls instituted under the
Export Administrative Act. Potential adversaries
may seek to acquire sensitive U.S. goods and
technologies. Other countries serve as conduits
for the diversion of such items. Still other coun-
tries have policies that are contrary to U.S. for-
eign policy or nonproliferation objectives, or fos-
ter boycotts against friendly countries. For some
goods or technologies, controls could apply even
to our closest allies in order to safeguard against
diversion to potential adversaries.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 19, 1994.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on United States Activities
in the United Nations
August 19, 1994

To The Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit herewith a report

of the activities of the United States Govern-
ment in the United Nations and its affiliated
agencies during the calendar year 1993. The re-
port is required by the United Nations Participa-

tion Act (Public Law 264, 79th Congress; 22
U.S.C. 287b).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 19, 1994.
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